
Holy Trinity Church

 
Father Patrick Resen—Pastor 

Father Antonio Giraldo-Associate 
David Oatney—Deacon 
Jim Prosak—Deacon 

Jack Raymond—Deacon 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
475 N. Hwy 92, P.O. Box 304 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760 

Saturday Vigil Mass:    5:00 p.m. 
In Spanish                     7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass:             10:30 a.m. 
Holy Days:                     9:00 a.m. 

                                         6:30 p.m. 
Weekday Masses:    See bulletin 

Parish Office: 
DRE: Scott & Valerie Mulligan           865-471-0347 
Music Director:    Jackie Castle          865-471-0347 
Administrator: Cheryl Prosak 865-471-0347 
Office:       
Fax: 

Barbara Lawson 865-471-0347 
865-471-0349 

Emergency: (After 5 p.m.) 

Fr. Antonio Giraldo 
Office hours:  9:30am - 4pm 

865-202-8066 

865-599-1758 

Tues.-Friday 
  Church Email: holytrinity.jeffcity@gmail.com  
  Fr. Patrick Resen: presen@juno.com  
  Fr. Antonio Giraldo: agiraldo52@aol.com  
  Deacon David: oatney@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jim: jim.prosak@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jack: Deacon.JackRaymond@gmail.com 
  Web Site: htjctn.org 
 

Confessions: 

 Saturday afternoons 4:00 to 4:45 p.m. 

 Sunday morning 9:30 -10:15 a.m. 

 First Saturday of each month before Mass 
at 8:15 a.m. and after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 

 Heard upon request 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

When he discovered that Mary was with child, Joseph 
resolved to end their engagement with as little disgrace as 
possible.  But obedient to the voice of God, he changed 
those plans and became instead the protector of the child 
Jesus and His mother, Mary.  God grant that I may be as 
open to the leading of the Holy Spirit! 

Prayers for the Week 

 Jesus, why am I afraid of Your Love?  Why do I hide 
myself from You?  Give me the grace to let You love 
me.  

 Father, may I never cheapen Your gift of salvation by 
the way I present it to others.  I embrace Your saving 
love and I will share it with thousands.  

CCD Class Times (In Trinity Hall): 
 Pre-School thru 6:  9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

 Grades 7 thru 12:  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 

Meetings: 
 Council of Catholic Women: 2nd Monday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Knights of Columbus: 4th Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Parish-Family Life Committee: As Scheduled 

 Pastoral Council: As Scheduled 

 Spiritual Life Committee: 2nd Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

Baptism: 
 Please contact Fr. Patrick or the Church Office at least 4 

weeks prior to the desired baptism date. 

 Completion of the Baptismal Class is required. 

Weddings:  
 There is a six-month marriage preparation period in the 

Knoxville Diocese. 

 Contact Fr. Patrick for an appointment. 

Planning to Move? 
 Please keep your address and telephone number current on 

our church records. 

 If you move out of the parish we will need a forwarding address 
for your year-end contribution statements.  

Parish Registration: 
 If you attend Holy Trinity Church on a regular basis, you should 

complete a registration form.  

 Remember that in order to receive sacraments (other than 
Confession or Eucharist), or to be a Godparent or Sponsor, 
you must be registered. 

 Registration forms are available in the narthex & the church 
office & provide for the optional receipt of offertory envelopes.  

 You may fill it out in the office, mail it, or drop it in the collection 
basket. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 We have come to the last week of Advent!  
We are nearing the start of Christmas time—but not 
quite there yet.  In the Liturgy of the Hours the 
antiphons are different, special for the last days of 
the Advent season.  The Invitatory antiphon 
changes from “Come let us worship the Lord, the 
King who is to come” to “The Lord is close at hand; 
come let us worship him,” until Christmas Eve when 
it is “Today you will know the Lord is coming, and in 
the morning you will see his glory.”  We get closer 
and closer. 
 What to do the last week of Advent if one has 
not been doing something special already?  It is too 
late to do an Advent calendar or an Advent wreath; 
three-fourths of the activities are over.  But there are 
still things one can do.  Especially look for things 
that can be done as a family. 

Scripture reading:  especially as a family, 
even if there are only two of you.  Especially good is 
Isaiah.   
 Confession:  resolve to go to Confession if 
one has not done so in the last couple of weeks.  
Nothing like getting all cleaned up for the coming 
feast! 
 Daily Mass:  go to Mass during the week, one 
day or all days. 
 Read a good book for the coming season of 
Christmas.  Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy 
Narratives, by Joseph Ratizinger (Pope Benedict) 
would be an excellent choice. 
 Pray the Rosary:  especially pray it together. 
 Write a letter to someone you have lost touch 
with. 
 Bless your Christmas tree.  There is a 
blessing for a home tree at the USCCB site.  Just 
Google USCCB+Christmas tree blessing. 
 Put out a Nativity set—even if it is a small 
one. 
 Learn about the “O” Antiphons of Advent. 
 Read your children or grandchildren about 
the saints whose feast days occur during Advent, 
such as St. Nicholas, St. Lucy, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, St. Juan Diego, or St. Francis Xavier. 
 Resolve to keep the time one of quiet; avoid 
the hyper hustle and bustle of the commercial 
“holiday” season. 
 Plan Christmas activities to do during the 
soon-to-be-here Christmas Season. 

 Plan a Twelfth-night party, even if just for 
the family. 

 
                                                       Fr. Patrick 

First Christmas in Heaven 
I see the countless Christmas trees 

Around the world below 

With tiny lights like heaven's stars, 

Reflection on the snow. 

The sight is so spectacular, 

Please wipe away that tear 

For I am spending Christmas 

With Jesus Christ this year, 

I hear the many Christmas songs 

That people hold so dear 

But the sound of music can't compare 

With the Christmas choir up here. 

I have no words to tell you 

Of the joy their voices bring, 

For it is beyond description 

To hear the angels sing. 

I know how much you miss me, 

For I feel your breaking heart 

But through our memories dear 

We're never far apart. 

I can't tell you of the splendor 

Or the peace here in this place 

Can you just imagine Christmas 

With our Savior face to face? 

I'll ask Him to lift your spirit 

As you lift your eyes above. 

Please let you hearts be joyful, 

And let your spirit sing 

For I am spending Christmas in heaven, 

And I am walking with the King. 

1998 by Wanda Bencke 



Heifer International (www.heifer.com) During 

Advent, the Knights of Columbus offer parishioners an 
opportunity to permanently and progressively help poor 
families become self-reliant.  Your donations thru Ark 
Banks and Catalog Purchases enable H.I. to give food and 
income-producing animals to those in need.  The receiving 
family is required to pass on a gift animal’s offspring to 
another family.  Your gift is not a “hand-out”, but a “hand-
up” and it keeps on giving.  Please pick up an Ark Bank 
and Catalog in the narthex throughout Advent.  Please 
write your check to Heifer Int'l. 

The 2017 Calendars are on the long table in the 

narthex.  We'd like to thank Farrar Funeral Home for 
providing us with our yearly calendars.  Please, only 1 per 
family. 

Poinsettias-A tradition at Holy Trinity is for 

parishioners to purchase a poinsettia(s) in honor of, or for 
the repose of the soul of a loved one.  The poinsettias are 
used to decorate the sanctuary during the Christmas 
season.  Cost of the poinsettias is $15 each.  Call the 
church office at 865-471-0347 if you are interested.  

The Fourth Sunday of Advent-- 

Today we light again the candles of hope, 
love, and joy, and the fourth PURPLE 
candle, the candle of peace. Christ is the 

Prince of peace, come to reconcile us with 
God and others. Christ helps us to see that peace is 
possible. 

No CCD classes on Sunday December 18th, 

December 25th or January 1st.  No Wednesday classes on 
December 21st, December 28th or January 4th.  Classes 
will resume on January 10th and January 13th. 

Year-end Charitable Giving: Your year-end 

charitable donation must meet the following requirements. 
#1) the check must be dated 2016 #2) if you mail your 
check, it must be postmarked in 2016; and #3) if you 
decide to hand your check into the church office, or 
collection plate, it must be done on or before December 
31, 2016. 

Contribution Envelopes for 2017 are in the 

Narthex.  If you currently do not receive envelopes, but would 
like to, please call the church office at 865-471-0347.  If you 
prefer not to use an envelope for your contribution and you 
currently receive them, please let us know. 

Advent Prayer for "When it's hard to slow 

down": Loving God, the days are drawing close to the 

birth of your son.  There is a lot we still need to "do" but 
help us to simply "be" and to slow down and savor these 
days.  You know the anticipation we feel.  Help us to 
deepen that sense and to allow it to build in our hearts.  
We are grateful for this great gift of your son in our lives.  
Continue to offer us the gentle nudge of your grace so 
we cherish that gratitude in the busy-ness of our days, 
and let it move us to be more generous to those around 
us. 

Jefferson County Breast Feeding Support 

Group is held the third Monday of each month from 

6pm until 7:30pm.  This month the meeting will be on 
December 19th in Trinity Hall.  Feel free to let others 
know of this support group.  For more information, call 
Nicole Oatney at 865-386-3859. 

El condado de Jefferson de pecho de la 

Alimentación se celebra el tercer martes de cada 

mes desde las 6 pm hasta las 7:30. Este mes, la 
reunión será el 19 de diciembre en el Trinity Hall. No 
dude en hacer saber a otros de este grupo de apoyo. 
Para más información llame al 865-386-3859 Nicole 
Oatney. 

Additional Birthday presents for Jesus—
Call a distant relative; Clean out your closet—give to 
Appalachian Outreach; Volunteer at a food pantry; 
Donate to a charity; Invite a friend for lunch; Offer to 
animal-sit; Greet a new neighbor; Compliment 
someone you don’t like--compliment someone you do 
like. 

Come Join in the Celebration—New Year’s Eve 

in the Parish Life Center.  It will start at 7:30pm.  So 
BYOB and bring your own snacks.  Plan to join in the 
fun and bring in the New Year! 

Prayer Requests: Virginia Borzick, Sarah Cole, 

Arthur DeLia,, Pat Duda, JoAnn Hopko, Madonna 
Kennedy, Patrick Kennedy, Tom Karpick, Peggy Kertis, 
Joe Lavelle, Richard Larson, Marion Lyon (Anna 
Laarz's sister), Mary Morin, Ed & Angie Prosak (Deacon 
Jim's parents), Sandy Reagle, Vivian Salley, Kristy 
Spivey (Greg & Polly Freund's daughter), Margie 
Swope, Lu & Tom Windham, and Charlie Yurick Jr. 
(Charles & Marlene Yurick's son). 

http://www.heifer.com/


Our Weekly Mass Schedule 
Saturday 
Dec. 17th 

Mass at 5:00pm 
For Beverly Robinson+ by Linda Robinson 

Saturday Mass in Spanish at 7pm  
   Dec. 17th For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick 

Sunday Mass at 10:30am  
    Dec. 181h For Fr. Joe Campbell+ by Fr. Patrick 

Tuesday Mass at 6:30pm 
   Dec. 20th For Chris Rakoczy+ by the Rakoczy family 

Wednesday Mass at 9:00am 
    Dec. 21st For Gene Mulligan+                                                               

by Scott, Valerie and Emma Mulligan  

Thursday Mass at 9:00am 
Dec. 22nd For Jerry Holacka+ by the Knights of Columbus 

Friday Mass at 9:00am 
Dec. 23rd For Joy Borchers+ by the parishioners 

Saturday 
Dec. 24th 

Christmas Eve Mass at 5:00pm 
For Genevieve+ and Joseph+ Giedrycz                     

by Bonita Giedrycz 

Saturday Christmas Eve Mass in Spanish at 7:30pm  
   Dec. 24th For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick & Fr. Antonio 

Saturday 
Dec 24th 

Christmas Eve Mass at 10:00pm 
For Alexander+ & Eva+ Orlowski                             

by Helen Clark and their grandsons, Carl & Jeffrey  

Sunday Christmas Day Mass at 10:30am  
    Dec. 251h For Jack Jurkonie+ by Bill & Sharon Jurkonie 

 

Saturday, December 24th 

 
 Sunday, December 25th 

10:30am 
Deacon 5pm-David 

Oatney; 10pm 
Jack Raymond 

 Deacon  

Lector: 5pm-Matt Miller  
10pm-Scott 
Mulligan 

 Lector: Jim Knox 

Servers: 5pm--Josh & 
Nick LaMonte; 
10pm—Emma 
Mulligan; Sam 
Richards; Andy 
Ladner 

 Servers:  

Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

5pm-Karen 
Booker & 
Jennifer 
LaMonte 
10pm-Mike 
Colicchio  

 Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Michelle 
Byron; Shari 
Nash 

Holy Trinity’s Weekend Parish Stewardship 

 Attendance  for  5:00 P.M. 7:00 P.M. 10:30 A.M. 

12/11/16: 96 72 131 

Envelope and Offertory Collections 

Weekly              Month-to-Date 

Actual: $   5,001 Actual: $   8,828 

Budget: $   5,224 Budget: $ 10,448 

Debt Reduction 

Weekly Month-to-Date 

Actual: $      813 Actual: $  1,298  

Budget: $      848 Budget $ 1,697   

Long-term Debt to the Diocese 

as of 12/1/16 is $158,903 

Campbell Soup Labels—The Parish-Family Life 

Committee collects these soup labels for the Saint Jude 
Boys Ranch.  All you need to do is to take the extra time 
to peel off the label and then place it in the basket in the 
narthex marked "Campbell Soup Labels."  With all your 
cooking during the holiday season, you'll be able to help 
in this worthy cause when you use Campbell Soups.  
Remember how Jesus loved the children and that's who 
you are helping! 

The Church Office will be closed Dec. 23rd, 26th, 

December 30th and January 2nd. 

Bishop’s Appeal Update as of 11/30/16 
Parish Goal:  $21,800.00 Total Committed:  

$15,382.00 Collections to Date:  $13,314.00 
Collections Needed to Reach Goal: $8,486.00 

You don't need a computer to give Online 
Many people prefer making payments online and enjoy 
the convenience of not having to write checks.  We are 
pleased to announce that Holy Trinity will now be able 
to accept online giving as well.  Rest assured, we have 
selected a company that is approved by our Diocese 
and has excellent online security.  If you wish to give in 
this manner, please go to our website htjctn.org and in 
the upper right hand corner is the tab for online giving.  
Follow the simple steps by creating your profile and 
select your method of payment which can be entered 
as a one-time gift or a reoccurring contribution.  If you 
don't have a computer, all you need to do is call Cheryl 
at the church office (865-471-0347). 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Scott 
Mulligan's dad, Gene, who passed on Tuesday, 
December 13, 2016 at the age of 64. Gene was born in 
Jacksonville, Florida and was one of 3 children in the 
family. He currently resided in Leesburg, Florida. Gene 
was a Navy Veteran and retired from DynCorp.  Please 
keep Scott, Valerie and Emma in your prayers during 
this difficult time.  Gene will be dearly missed by them. 



 


