
Holy Trinity Church

 
Father Patrick Resen—Pastor 

Father Alex Waraksa—In Residence 
David Oatney—Deacon 
Jim Prosak—Deacon 

Jack Raymond—Deacon 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
475 N. Hwy 92, P.O. Box 304 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760 

Saturday Vigil Mass:    5:00 p.m. 
In Spanish                     7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass:             10:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Weekday Masses:    See bulletin 

Contact office for help with transportation to church 

Parish Office: 
DRE: Scott & Valerie Mulligan           865-471-0347 
Music Director:    Jackie Castle          865-471-0347 
Administrator: Cheryl Prosak 865-471-0347 
Office: Barbara Lawson, Teresa Mabe 

Fax: 
Emergency: (After 5 p.m.) 

865-471-0347 
865-471-0349 
865-202-8066 

Fr. Alex Waraksa  

Office hours:  9:00am – 4pm 
 

865-310-0183 

Tues.-Friday 

 
  Church Email: holytrinity.jeffcity@gmail.com  
  Fr. Patrick Resen: presen@juno.com  
  Fr. Alex Waraksa: awaraksa@hotmail.com  
  Deacon David: oatney@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jim: jim.prosak@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jack: Deacon.JackRaymond@gmail.com 
  Web Site: htjctn.org 
 

Confessions: 

 Saturday afternoons 4:00 to 4:45 p.m. 

 Sunday morning 9:30 -10:15 a.m. 

 First Saturday of each month before Mass 
at 8:15 a.m. and after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 

 Heard upon request 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 
Second Sunday of Advent 

John the Baptist's call to repentance is echoed in the U.S. 
bishops' pastoral letter on stewardship: "Christians must beg 
God for the grace of conversion: the grace to know who they 
are, to whom they belong, how they are to live-the grace to 
repent and change and grow, the grace to become good 
disciples and stewards." 

Prayers for the Week 

 Father, let it be done to me according to Your will. 

 Father, make my Advent Confessions life-changing. 

 Father, thank You for parents and pastors, brothers and 
sisters, and especially Mary, who all teach us to obey 
You. 

 Father, may I "rejoice with inexpressible joy touched with 
glory". 

CCD Class Times (In Trinity Hall): 
 Pre-School thru 6:  9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

 Grades 7 thru 12:  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 

Meetings: 
 Council of Catholic Women: 2nd Monday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Knights of Columbus: 4th Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Pastoral Council: As Scheduled 

 Spiritual Life Committee: 2nd Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Legion of Mary: weekly on Thursday at 6:30 pm in Trinity Hall 

Baptism: 
 Please contact Fr. Patrick or the Church Office at least 4 

weeks prior to the desired baptism date. 

 Completion of the Baptismal Class is required. 

Weddings:  
 There is a six-month marriage preparation period in the 

Knoxville Diocese. 

 Contact Fr. Patrick for an appointment. 

Planning to Move? 
 Please keep your address and telephone number current on 

our church records. 

 If you move out of the parish, we will need a forwarding 
address for your year-end contribution statements.  

Parish Registration: 
 If you attend Holy Trinity Church on a regular basis, you should 

complete a registration form.  

 Remember that in order to receive sacraments (other than 
Confession or Eucharist), or to be a Godparent or Sponsor, 
you must be registered. 

 Registration forms are available in the narthex & the church 
office & provide for the optional receipt of offertory envelopes.  
You may fill it out in the office, mail it, or drop it in the 
collection basket
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Dear Parishioners, 
     Some months ago, I approached Father Patrick with the 
idea that the parish should do something for those 
parishioners who could not take advantage of our many 
catechetical opportunities because of their busy work 
schedules or family lives. I know from firsthand experience 
how difficult it can be to juggle church participation and the 
responsibility of being a spouse, a parent, and a citizen. I 
have gained fresh appreciation for the nature of this 
struggle since my own ordination. While understanding the 
many demands on our time, I shared with Father Patrick 
that I felt that we should do everything we can as a parish to 
provide catechesis for parishioners in a way that makes it 
as easy and convenient as possible.  This way our 
parishioners can study the Word of God and the teachings 
of Holy Mother Church on their own time and in a way that 
is convenient for them. 

     Over the years, I have encountered many Catholics 
who were not well-informed about the most basic 
teachings of our Church, and in some cases, about why 
Catholics believe many of the things that we do. Some 
people have even said to me “they never taught me that 
in CCD/Catholic school.” The clergy have a responsibility 
to teach the faith and to hand it on, but every Catholic 
has a responsibility to know their faith to the best of their 
ability. That way they may be fully active and 
participating members of the Body of Christ. The 
question the clergy often ask is: What more can the 
parish do to make that possible? 
     I am very excited to announce that Holy Trinity is 
officially beginning the FORMED program from the 
Augustine Institute in our parish. FORMED has an 
extensive website with hundreds of Catholic catechetical 
videos, movies, books, and audiobooks from popular 
Catholic teachers, authors, preachers, producers, and 
other content providers. Some of the many materials 
offered via FORMED that can be used by our catechists 
as well as any member of the parish include: the 
Symbolon catechesis series, which is recommended for 
RCIA and adult catechesis in the Diocese of Knoxville, 
The Lectio series on the sacraments from the Augustine 
Institute, a host of materials from the Saint Paul Center 
for Biblical Theology, and many Catholic movies and 
documentaries on Popes, Saints, religious, and other 
influential people in the Church. These are just a few of 
the many resources that are available. There are also 
many audiobooks on a variety of Catholic topics, and a 
voluminous amount of print material. A virtual library of 
Catholic catechetical materials that might otherwise cost 
many thousands of dollars is available at your fingertips 
through this program. 
     If you do a search on the FORMED website, the odds 
are very good that you will be able to find catechetical 
material that will help you grow in your faith. You can 

search by topic, subject, author, or title. There are 
many resources to help you study the Sunday 
readings for the Holy Mass. 
     How can you access FORMED? You can begin by 
going to the FORMED website at http://formed.org . 
Once you get there, click on “Register”and you will be 
prompted to enter a parish code. Holy Trinity's parish 
code is BFRHHH. You will also be asked for an email 
address and a password in order to register. 
     Access to the wealth of resources to help you grow 
in your faith which is provided by the Augustine 
Institute and FORMED will be free to all members of 
our parish, and it's paid for by your offerings/ and 
continued support of Holy Trinity Parish. 
     All you have to do to access FORMED is to simply 
register as a member of Holy Trinity with FORMED as 
described above. However, if you find that you have 
questions about how best to use FORMED, or you 
want to access FORMED but you find that you are 
having some initial difficulty, feel free to email me at 
oatney@gmail.com and I will do my best to guide you 
through the process. We will also try to schedule an 
informational session in the weeks ahead to help our 
parishioners get started with FORMED. We would like 
to help you utilize FORMED to the fullest, so stay 
tuned. 
     Remember to go to formed.org to register and 
login. Our parish code is BFRHHH (in all capital letters 
as the parish code is case sensitive.) Now you may 
utilize FORMED.  
     Enjoy the special gift from our parish that will help 
you to learn and better know your faith.  
                                                       Deacon David  

Heifer International (www.heifer.com) During 

Advent, the Knights of Columbus offer parishioners an 
opportunity to permanently and progressively help poor 
families become self-reliant.  Your donations thru Ark 
Banks and Catalog purchases enable H.I. to give food and 
income-producing animals to those in need.  The receiving 
family is required to pass on a gift animal’s offspring to 
another family.  Your gift is not a “hand-out”, but a “hand-
up” and it keeps on giving.  Please pick up an Ark Bank 
and Catalog throughout Advent. 

The Knights of Columbus general meeting 

will be held on December 12th following the 6:30pm 
Mass.  The general meeting has been changed to the 
second Tuesday of December due to the Christmas 
season.  

Spiritual Life Committee will meet in Trinity Hall 

on Tuesday, December 12th after the 6:30 pm Mass. 
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Our Weekly Mass Schedule 

 
Saturday, December 16th 

5:00pm 
 Sunday,December 17th 

10:30am 

Deacon Jack Raymond  Deacon Jim Prosak 

Lector: Barb Rogers  Lector: Jack Bryant 

Servers: Samantha 
Richards 
Emma 
Mulligan 

 Servers: Cheri Bonnell 
Jackie Wentling 

Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

David Cornell 
Vickie 
Coughlin 

 Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Sally Emmons 
Joyce Haigh 

Holy Trinity’s Parish Stewardship 

 Attendance  for  5:00pm 7:00pm 10:30am 

12/3 103 90 177 

Envelope and Offertory Collections 

Weekly Month-to-Date 

Collection: $   5,137 Collection: $   5,137 

Fixed Expense: $   5,224 Fixed Expense: $     5,224 

Difference: $          -87 Difference: $     -87 

 

His Majesty’s Gift Shop  has many Christmas gifts 

for family and friends. The staff of Evangeline, Marge, 
Michael and Antonia will be happy to help you. Your 
purchases support the Spiritual Life Committee at Holy 
Trinity Church. 

Second Week of Advent 
Father, in the wilderness of the 

Jordan you sent a messenger to 

prepare people's hearts for the 

coming of your Son. Help me to 

hear his words and repent of my 

sins, so that I may clearly see the way to walk, the 

truth to speak, and the life to live for Him, our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The first Mass at Holy Trinity was December 

7, 1996.  We have been greatly blessed by God 
throughout the years.  Holy Trinity thrives because of our 
parishioners willingness to give of their time, talent and 
treasures.  We are grateful to our new parishioners who 
continue to help us serve the needs of Holy Trinity. Please 
keep our parish community in your prayers. 

Purchase a flag for your loved one during 2018.  
“Flags on the Hill” is sponsored by CCW.  The cost is $25 
for all eight days that the American flags are displayed.  
Each flag will be personalized in honor or memory of your 
loved one or you may choose to honor a branch of the 
service.  The next day the flags will be displayed is in 
rememberance of Pearl Harbor Day.  Flags are on sale in 
the narthex thru 12/17/17.  If you need additional 
information you may call Denise Frinizi at 262-490-2633 
or email at denise.frinzi@gmail.com 

Our Lady of Guadalupe: Official Catholic accounts 

state that on the morning of December 9, 1531, a native 
American peasant named Juan Diego saw a vision of a 
maiden at a place called the Hill of Tepeyac, which would 
become part of Villa de Guadalupe, a suburb of Mexico 
City, Mexico. Speaking to him in his native Nahuatl 
language (the language of the Aztec empire), the maiden 
identified herself as the Virgin Mary, "mother of the very 
true deity" and asked for a church to be built at that site in 
her honor. From her words, Juan Diego then sought out 
the archbishop of Mexico City, Fray Juan de Zumárraga, 
to tell him what had happened. The archbishop instructed 
him to return to Tepeyac Hill, and ask the lady for a 
miraculous sign to prove her identity. The first sign she 
gave was the healing of Juan's uncle. The Virgin also told 
Juan to gather flowers from the top of Tepeyac Hill, which 
was normally barren, especially in December. But Juan 
followed her instructions and he found Castilian roses, not 
native to Mexico, blooming there. Juan arranged the 
flowers in his tilma, or cloak, and when Juan Diego opened 
his cloak before archbishop Zumárraga on December 12, 
the flowers fell to the floor, and on the fabric was the image 

Saturday 
Dec. 9th 

Mass at 5:00pm 
Tilofilia & Joseph Giedrycz+ by Bonita Giedrycz 

Saturday 
Dec.  9th 

Spanish Mass at 7:00pm 
For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick & Fr. Alex 

Sunday 
Dec. 10th 

Sunday Mass at 10:30am 
Arthur Delia+ by the DeLia family 

Tuesday 
Dec. 12th 

Our Lady of Guadalupe                                              
Mass at 6:30pm  

Charlotte O'Donavan by the parishioners 
 

Spanish Mass at 8pm 
For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick & Fr. Alex 

Wednesday 
Dec. 13th 

Mass at 9:00am  
For complete healing of Marge Hornayak by 

Evangeline and Lee+ Webster 

Thursday 
Dec. 14th 

Mass at 9:00am  
Lucy Simmons by the parishioners 

Friday 
Dec. 15th 

Mass at 9:00am  
Fran Gambino by the parishioners 

Saturday 
Dec. 16th 

Mass at 5:00pm 
Angelina English+ by Deacon Jack and Sandy 

Saturday 
Dec. 16th 

Spanish Mass at 7:00pm 
For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick & Fr. Alex 

Sunday 
Dec.  17th 

Sunday Mass at 10:30am 
Christine Rakoczy+ by Ron & Linda Rakoczy 
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of the Virgin of Guadalupe. Juan Diego was canonized in 
2002, under the name Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin. 

Save These Upcoming Dates  

--Our Lady of Guadalupe: December 12th 

 6:30pm Mass in English 

 8pm Mass in Espanol preceded by a 
procession at 7:30pm.  A fiesta will follow 
Mass in the Parish Life Center 

--Holy Trinity Penance Service: December 21st 

 7pm.  Please mark this on your calendar.  
--Christmas Eve: 5pm-Mass in English 

8pm-Mass in Espanol 
                                 10pm-Mass in English 
--Christmas Day:10:30am in English 
--Mary Mother of God: Jan. 1, 2018  Mass at 10:30am 

Poinsettias-A tradition at Holy Trinity is for 

parishioners to purchase a poinsettia(s) in honor of, or in 
memory of a loved one.  The poinsettias are used to 
decorate the sanctuary during the Christmas season.  
Cost of the poinsettias is $15 each.  The sign-up table is 
in the narthex and your poinsettias should be paid for at 
that time. 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion, Lectors & Altar Servers are 

needed for the Christmas and New Year’s Masses. The 
sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 

“The season of Advent restores … a hope which 

does not disappoint for it is founded on God’s 

Word. A hope which does not disappoint, simply 

because the Lord never disappoints! … Let us 

think about and feel this beauty.” (Pope Francis) 

PRO-LIFE NEWS AND NOTES:  Plan to attend 

the EMPTY MANGER CHRISTMAS CAROLING event on 
Friday, December 22 from 9-12 on the street in front of 
Planned Parenthood, 701 N. Cherry St., Knoxville. Fr. Tim 
Sullivan of Immaculate Conception Church will lead the 
Rosary; Mark Reda will play the guitar. During the event, 
pro-life advocates gather around an empty manger to sing 
Christmas carols outside abortion facilities all over the 
country. Children have been saved when their mothers 
heard the carols and decided against abortion while 
recalling the birth of Jesus. Prepare to welcome Jesus into 

your hearts, lift your voices in praise, bring the joy and 
hope of Christmas to those who may fear and despair. 

"Holy Trinity Christmas Caroling" Come share 

in our tradition of caroling to our homebound parishioners.  
It’s easy for us to forget that our 
homebound parishioners may not 
have many visitors during the 
Christmas season. Everyone is 
invited to make this a memorable 
visit for them on Saturday, 
December 30th at 10:00am.     We’ll 
meet at the church and carpool. You 
are invited even if you think your 
voice sounds like a "frog."  For more 

information call Judy Hall at 865-4848. 

Birthday presents for Jesus--you can 

present Jesus with these birthday gifts during Advent: 
Attend Mass during the week; Go to confession; Call 
someone who might be lonely; Write a letter or note to 
someone who is hurting or forgotten; Decide to forgive 
someone; “Buy” an animal from Heifer International; 
Invite someone to church; Pray for someone you don’t 
like; Visit an old person or someone who is alone; and 
Read a spiritual book. 

The Christmas cards for our homebound and 

those in the nursing homes must be returned by 
December 17th.  The cards will then be sorted and 
delivered to each of the recepients.  Think of how you 
are brightening the days of these parishioners.  Thank 
you for your act of kindness.  

Advent Prayer for "When it's hard to slow 

down": Loving God, the days are drawing close to the 

birth of your son. There is a lot we still need to "do" but 
help us to simply "be" and to slow down and savor these 
days. You know the anticipation we feel. Help us to 
deepen that sense and to allow it to build in our hearts. 
We are grateful for this great gift of your son in our lives. 
Continue to offer us the gentle nudge of your grace so 
we cherish that gratitude in the busy-ness of our days, 
and let it move us to be more generous to those around 
us. 

Thanks to your help 455 food baskets have been 

prepared for the needy in our area.  The food pantries 
at Appalachian Outreach, Dandridge, White Pine and 
the Senior Center will benefit from the additional food 
that was given.  Your gift of crackers helped fill these 
baskets. Thank you for your generosity.  
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