
Holy Trinity Church

 
Father Patrick Resen—Pastor 

Father Alex Waraksa—In Residence 
David Oatney—Deacon 
Jim Prosak—Deacon 

Jack Raymond—Deacon 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
475 N. Hwy 92, P.O. Box 304 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760 

Saturday Vigil Mass:    5:00 p.m. 
In Spanish                     7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass:             10:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Weekday Masses:    See bulletin 

Contact office for help with transportation to church 

Parish Office: 
DRE: Scott & Valerie Mulligan           865-471-0347 
Music Director:    Jackie Castle          865-471-0347 
Administrator: Cheryl Prosak 865-471-0347 
Office: Barbara Lawson, Teresa Mabe 

Fax: 
Emergency: (After 5 p.m.) 

865-471-0347 
865-471-0349 
865-202-8066 

Fr. Alex Waraksa  

Office hours:  9:00am – 4pm 
 

865-310-0183 

Tues.-Friday 

 
  Church Email: holytrinity.jeffcity@gmail.com  
  Fr. Patrick Resen: presen@juno.com  
  Fr. Alex Waraksa: awaraksa@hotmail.com  
  Deacon David: oatney@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jim: jim.prosak@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jack: Deacon.JackRaymond@gmail.com 
  Web Site: htjctn.org 
 

Confessions: 
 Saturday afternoons 4:00 to 4:45 p.m. 

 Sunday morning 9:30 -10:15 a.m. 

 First Saturday of each month before Mass 
at 8:15 a.m. and after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 

 Heard upon request 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 
Third Sunday of Advent 

All of the people in today’s readings—the prophet Isaiah, the 
Virgin Mary, St. Paul, St. John the Baptist—seemed to 
understand clearly and rejoice in what God was calling them 
to be and to do.  Do I? 

Prayers for the Week 

 Father, through Your Word may I hear You and have 
faith in You. 

 Father, May I give up my life to bear fruit abundantly.  

 Jesus, You are my Joy.  May I always be Your joy. 

 Father, all that I have is Yours.  All my children are yours.  
My life is Yours. 

 Father, thank You for loving us so much that You sent 
Jesus so that whoever believes in Him would not be 
doomed but have everlasting life. 

CCD Class Times (In Trinity Hall): 
 Pre-School thru 6:  9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

 Grades 7 thru 12:  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 

Meetings: 
 Council of Catholic Women: 2nd Monday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Knights of Columbus: 4th Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Pastoral Council: As Scheduled 

 Spiritual Life Committee: 2nd Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Legion of Mary: weekly on Thursday at 6:30 pm in Trinity Hall 

Baptism: 
 Please contact Fr. Patrick or the Church Office at least 4 

weeks prior to the desired baptism date. 

 Completion of the Baptismal Class is required. 

Weddings:  
 There is a six-month marriage preparation period in the 

Knoxville Diocese. 

 Contact Fr. Patrick for an appointment. 

Planning to Move? 
 Please keep your address and telephone number current on 

our church records. 

 If you move out of the parish, we will need a forwarding 
address for your year-end contribution statements.  

Parish Registration: 
 If you attend Holy Trinity Church on a regular basis, you should 

complete a registration form.  

 Remember that in order to receive sacraments (other than 
Confession or Eucharist), or to be a Godparent or Sponsor, 
you must be registered. 

 Registration forms are available in the narthex & the church 
office & provide for the optional receipt of offertory envelopes.  
You may fill it out in the office, mail it, or drop it in the 
collection basket

mailto:holytrinity.jeffcity@gmail.com
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Dear Parishioners, 
I hope you have noticed the flagpole and US flag 

flying in front of the church, visible to all who drive in or 
drive by.  Many, many thanks to Michelle and Chris 
Weatherbie who donated the flagpole and to Joe Frinzi 
who erected it and provided the flag! 

+++++++++++++  

 

 
                   
We begin the 3rd week of Advent.  Let us make the most 
of it.  The 4th week of Advent will be just one day:  next 
Sunday.  The 4th week is usually shorter than a calendar 
week and this year we experience the shortest version that 
can be. 
 The older I get, the more I appreciate Advent, 
which should be a time of quiet preparation for the 
Christmas season.  While others are holding Christmas 
parties, wearing their Christmas sweaters, ignoring the 
Advent season, I pray that you will find this time one of 
joyful anticipation of the celebration of the Incarnation.  
During this time we have celebrated the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, patroness of our nation.  Mary 
herself is an “advent” of what she would bring:  Jesus 
incarnate.  We have also celebrated the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, who appeared with child—therefore also an 
“advent” of the coming of Jesus at Christmas.  What 
beautiful reminders of what Advent is all about.  I hope you 
celebrated these special holy days properly, that is, with 
Mass and the clearness of anticipation they offer. 
 

************  
 In some cultures, the gift-giving day is Christmas.  
In others it is the Epiphany and yet others it is the feast of 
St. Nicholas, December 6th.  Much appreciation is due to 
all those who made our first St. Nicholas Day celebration 
for the children such a success.  The Knights of Columbus 
did a wonderful job and special thanks to Sandy and 

Deacon Jack Raymond for the beautiful decorations 
and programming of games.  Hint:  you don’t have to 
have children or grandchildren at the event to attend.  
Come next year and enjoy the fun that the children are 
having.  Also kudos for all the many who decorated, 
cooked, and performed for the fiesta on the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe which was another success this 
year.  And the same goes for it:  you don’t have to be of 
Mexican heritage to come and enjoy. 
                                                             Father Patrick 

Save These Upcoming Dates  

--Holy Trinity Penance Service: December 21st 
 7pm.  Please mark this on your calendar.  

--Christmas Eve: 5pm-Mass in English 
8pm-Mass in Espanol 

                                 10pm-Mass in English 

--Christmas Day:10:30am-Mass in English 

--Mary Mother of God: Jan. 1, 2018  Mass at 
10:30am 

This weekend is Gaudete Sunday.  The rose 

color is used on the third Sunday of Advent, 
representing a growing sense of joy and preparation for 
Christmas.  Gaudete means “to praise or celebrate”. 

Heifer International (www.heifer.com) During 

Advent, the Knights of Columbus offer parishioners an 
opportunity to permanently and progressively help poor 
families become self-reliant.  Your donations thru Ark 
Banks and Catalog purchases enable H.I. to give food and 
income-producing animals to those in need.  The receiving 
family is required to pass on a gift animal’s offspring to 
another family.  Your gift is not a “hand-out”, but a “hand-
up” and it keeps on giving.  Please pick up an Ark Bank 
and Catalog throughout Advent. 

Our thanks to the Knights of Columbus and the 

members of our parish who helped make the St. Nicholas 
Party   a great success.  25 children came to enjoy the 
food, games and most importantly the surprise visit from 
St. Nicholas. This is the beginning of a wonderful tradition 
for our parish. 

The Legion of Mary meeting day and time will be 

changed starting in January.  The meeting will now be held 
on Saturday at 1:30pm in Trinity Hall.  The meeting lasts 
1-1/2 hours.  Please come to our first meeting in the new 
year on Saturday, January 6th.  

http://www.heifer.com/


Our Weekly Mass Schedule 

 
Saturday, December 23rd 

5:00pm 
 Sunday,December 24th 

10:30am 

Deacon Jack Raymond  Deacon Jack Raymond 

Lector: Mike Colicchio  Lector: Karin Collins 

Servers: Andy Ladner 
Michael Love 

 Servers: Grace Johnson 
Lorenzo Manalili 

Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Bonita 
Giedrycz 
Judy Hall 

 Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Roger Mynatt 
Shari Nash 

Holy Trinity’s Parish Stewardship 

 Attendance  for  5:00pm 7:00pm 10:30am 

12/10 95 62 173 

Envelope and Offertory Collections 

Weekly Month-to-Date 

Collection: $   6,403 Collection: $   11,540 

Fixed Expense: $   5,224 Fixed Expense: $     10,448 

Difference: $      1,179 Difference: $      1,092 

His Majesty’s Gift Shop  has many Christmas gifts 

for family and friends. The staff of Evangeline, Marge, 
Michael and Antonia will be happy to help you. Your 
purchases support the Spiritual Life Committee at Holy 
Trinity Church. 

Third Week of Advent 
All-powerful God, increase our 

strength of will for doing good 

that Christ may find an eager 

welcome at His coming and call 

us to His side in the Kingdom 

of Heaven, where He lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion, Lectors & Altar Servers are 

needed for the Christmas and New Year’s Masses. The 
sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 

"Holy Trinity Christmas Caroling" Come share 

in our tradition of caroling to our homebound parishioners.  
It’s easy for us to forget that our 
homebound parishioners may not 
have many visitors during the 
Christmas season.  Everyone is 
invited to make this a memorable 
visit for them on Saturday, 
December 30th at 10:00am.  We’ll 
meet at the church and carpool.  
You are invited even if you think 
your voice sounds like a "frog."  

For more information call Judy Hall at 865-397-4848. 

Prayer for "Shopping during Advent"  
Dear God, as I look through my gift shopping list, I hold 
up to You each person listed on it.  Slowly, one by one, 
I ask that the fire of Your abundant love burn within each 
of them.  I pray that the gift I find for each person will 
bring joy into that life.  But, help me to keep a balance 
this season, Lord.  Let me keep my buying in 
perspective, not to spend more than I need to or can 
afford.  Let me not give in to the pressures of this world 
and not equate love with money spent.  Let me always 
remember the many, many people who have so much 
less in material things.  And finally, loving God, help me 
find time in the frantic moments of each day to become 
centered on You.  Walking through a store, riding on the 
bus, hurrying down a street: let each of these times be 
moments when I can remember Your incredible love for 
me and rejoice in it. 

 

Saturday 
Dec. 16th 

Mass at 5:00pm 
Angelina English+ by Deacon Jack and Sandy 

Saturday 
Dec. 16th 

Spanish Mass at 7:00pm 
For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick & Fr. Alex 

Sunday 
Dec.  17th 

Sunday Mass at 10:30am 
Christine Rakoczy+ by Ron & Linda Rakoczy 

Tuesday 
Dec. 19th 

Mass at 6:30pm  
Victoria+ & Thomas+ Janczak by Bonita Giedrycz 

Wednesday 
Dec. 20th 

Mass at 9:00am  
For Fr. Patrick Resen by the friends 

 of His Majesty’s Gift Shop 

Thursday 
Dec. 21st 

Mass at 9:00am  
Fred Bitner by the parishioners 

Friday 
Dec. 22nd 

Mass at 9:00am  
Joe Brang by the parishioners 

Saturday 
Dec. 23rd 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass at 5:00pm 
Genevieve+ & Joseph+ Giedrycz by Bonita Giedrycz 

Saturday 
Dec. 23rd 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Spanish Mass at 7:00pm 
For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick & Fr. Alex 

Sunday 
Dec.  24th 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass at 10:30am 
 Richard George & Sandie Caldiero  

 by the parishioners 



PRO-LIFE NEWS AND NOTES:  Plan to attend 

the EMPTY MANGER CHRISTMAS CAROLING event on 
Friday, December 22 from 9-12 on the street in front of 
Planned Parenthood, 701 N. Cherry St., Knoxville.  Fr. Tim 
Sullivan of Immaculate Conception Church will lead the 
Rosary; Mark Reda will play the guitar.  During the event, 
pro-life advocates gather around an empty manger to sing 
Christmas carols outside abortion facilities all over the 
country.  Children have been saved when their mothers 
heard the carols and decided against abortion while 
recalling the birth of Jesus.  Prepare to welcome Jesus 
into your hearts, lift your voices in praise, bring the joy and 
hope of Christmas to those who may fear and despair. 

No CCD classes on Sunday, December 24th and 

December 31st. Wednesday classes will not meet on 
December 20th and December 27th. Classes will resume 
on Wednesday, January 3rd and Sunday, January 7th. 

The First Day of 

Winter is Dec. 21, 2017  

It is also known as the 
winter solstice in the 
northern hemisphere and 
the summer solstice in 
the southern hemisphere 
due to the seasonal 

differences. 

Year-end Charitable Giving: Your year-end 

charitable donation must meet the following requirements.  
#1) the check must be dated 2017  #2) if you mail your 
check, it must be postmarked in 2017; and #3) if you 
decide to hand your check into the church office, or 
collection plate, it must be done on or before Dec. 31, 
2017. 

Contribution Envelopes for 2018 are in the 

narthex.  If you currently do not receive envelopes, but would 
like to, please call the church office at 865-471-0347. Also, if 
you prefer not to use an envelope for your contribution and 
you currently receive them, please let us know. 

Poinsettias-A tradition at Holy Trinity is for 

parishioners to purchase a poinsettia(s) in honor of, or in 
memory of a loved one.  The poinsettias are used to 
decorate the sanctuary during the Christmas season.  
Cost of the poinsettia is $15.  The sign-up table is in the 
narthex and your poinsettias should be paid for at that 
time. 

Ask the Pastor takes place on Sat. Jan. 6, 2018 

after the 5pm Mass.  Please join Fr. Patrick for this time 
of sharing.  Any question is welcome.  We look forward 
to seeing you in the Parish Life Center. 

HopeLine® from Verizon Wireless helps support 

victims and survivors of domestic violence while ensuring 
that phones are reused or recycled in an environmentally 
responsible way.  Anyone can donate no-longer-used 
phones (from any provider), batteries and accessories to 
HopeLine; Verizon then uses the proceeds from these 
donations to provide cash grants to domestic violence 
organizations across the United States.  Please place your 
donation in the white basket in the church narthex.  

January 5, 2018 Featured Movie is A 

Hidden Rebellion. This powerful docu-drama is a 
cinematic tour de force that presents a searing 
examination of the events and the ideas surrounding 
one of history's most chilling stories of genocide, the 
slaughter of the noble Catholics of the Vendee region 
of France during the French Revolution.  Combining 
insightful documentary with richly dramatic re-
enactments of battle scenes, heroic resistance, and 
courageous faith, the film interviews many historians 
and experts on the French Revolution who give an eye-
opening picture of this first progressive genocide in the 
name of "social justice."  A very timely and important 
film, and a stirring warning to the world in this age of 
increasing vicious attacks on the Catholic faith and 
family.  It reveals to us the deeply moving story of those 
many "hidden martyrs" - simple, faithful people who 
"gave up the world for heaven." 

Mass and Reaffirmation of Marriage Vows 

with Bishop Stika: The Diocesan Office of Marriage 

Preparation & Enrichment has planned something special for 
all couples married in the Catholic Church and their families.  
Immaculate Conception is hosting a Mass and luncheon 
honoring married couples.  Couples will have an opportunity 
to reaffirm their vows and receive a blessing. 
Commemorative certificates will be distributed at the 
luncheon and a photo of each couple with Bishop Stika will 
be taken and mailed to your home. The Mass is Saturday, 
February 10, 2018 at 11:00 a.m.  (Register by Thursday, 
February 1) at Immaculate Conception Church: 414 West 
Vine Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37902-1327  Space is limited in 
so register right away.  To register contact: Marian 
Christiana mchristiana@dioknox.org or 423-892-2310.  
At time of registration provide: your names as you want them 
to appear on the certificate, how many years you have been 
married, how many people in your party for the luncheon. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=701+N.+Cherry+St.,+Knoxville&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.verizonwireless.com/aboutus/commitment/community_programs/hopeline/index.html
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