
Holy Trinity Church

 
Father Patrick Resen—Pastor 

Father Alex Waraksa—In Residence 
David Oatney—Deacon 
Matt Pidgeon—Deacon 
Jim Prosak—Deacon 

Jack Raymond—Deacon 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
475 N. Hwy 92, P.O. Box 304 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760 

Saturday Vigil Mass:    5:00 p.m. 
In Spanish:                    7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass:             10:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Weekday Masses:    See bulletin 

  Contact office for help with transportation to church 
Parish Office: 
DRE: Scott & Valerie Mulligan            865-471-0347 
Music Director:     Jackie Castle         865-471-0347 
Administrator: Cheryl Prosak  865-471-0347 
Office:                  Andrea Jarnagin 

Fax: 
Emergency: (After 5 p.m.) 

 865-471-0347 
 865-471-0349 
 865-202-8066 

Fr. Alex Waraksa  
Office hours:  9:00am – 4:00pm 

 865-310-0183 
Tues.-Friday 

  Church Email: holytrinity.jeffcity@gmail.com  
  Fr. Patrick Resen: presen@juno.com  
  Fr. Alex Waraksa: awaraksa@hotmail.com  
  Deacon David: oatney@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jim: jim.prosak@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jack: Deacon.JackRaymond@gmail.com 
  Deacon Matt: mattmargo.pidgeon@yahoo.com 

  Web Site: htjctn.org 
  FORMED:  holytrinitytn.formed.org  
  Parish Code: BFRHHH 

Confessions: 

  Saturday afternoons 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

  Sunday morning 9:30 - 10:15 a.m. 

  First Saturday of each month before Mass 
 at 8:15 a.m. and after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 

  Heard upon request. 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Good stewards believe that God, who has begun this good 
work in them, will carry it through to completion.  In words 
and deed, they can sing with the psalmist, "The Lord has 
done great things for us; we are filled with joy!" 

Prayers for the Week 
 Father, may I never limit You in anything.  I allow You to 

give me anything You desire. 

 Father, may I evangelize by Your standards. 

 Father, I know the battle belongs to You, but I also know 
You want me on the battlefield.  May I fight not against 
people but against the kingdom of darkness. 

 Father, enable me to understand that I need Advent 
before Christmas as much as a mother needs pregnancy 
before giving birth. 

CCD Class Times (In Trinity Hall): 
 Pre-School thru 6:  9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

 Grades 7 thru 12:  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 

Meetings: 
 Council of Catholic Women: 2

nd
 Monday of Month at 7pm 

 Knights of Columbus: 4
th
 Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Pastoral Council: As Scheduled 

 Spiritual Life Committee: 2
nd

 Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Legion of Mary: Weekly on Saturday at 2pm in Trinity Hall 

 His Majesty’s Gift Shop: Open Before and After Mass 

Baptism: 
 Please contact Fr. Patrick or the Church Office at least 4 

weeks prior to the desired baptism date. 

 Completion of the Baptismal Class is required. 

Weddings:  
 There is a six-month marriage preparation period in the 

Diocese of Knoxville. 

 Contact Fr. Patrick for an appointment. 

Planning to Move? 
 Please keep your address and telephone number current on 

our church records. 

 If you move out of the parish, we will need a forwarding 
address for your year-end contribution statements.  

Parish Registration: 
 If you attend Holy Trinity Church on a regular basis, you 

should complete a registration form.  

 Remember that in order to receive sacraments (other than 
Confession or Eucharist), or to be a Godparent or Sponsor, 
you must be registered. 

 Registration forms are available in the narthex & the church 
office & provide for the optional receipt of offertory envelopes.  
You may fill it out in the office, mail it, or drop it in the 
collection basket. 
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Dear Parishioners: 
*************************************** 
 Many thanks to the Parish-Family Life 
Committee and all who contributed to make the 

welcoming reception for Deacon Matt and Margo 
Pidgeon such a success.  And thanks to all came to 
welcome Deacon Matt and Margo to Holy Trinity Parish. 
***************************************************************** 

 
 In our second reading for this, the Second 
Sunday of Advent, Paul tells Philemon how he prays for 
him and specifically that his prayer is that Philemon’s 
love will “increase more and more in knowledge and 
every kind of perception.”  Such indeed is my hope for 
you.  Specifically I hope that you will grow in love for God 
and for neighbor.    
 Paul hits on something dead on here:  that 
Philemon’s love will increase more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of perception.  After all, how 

can one’s love for someone increase without knowing 
that person better?   
 We probably have all seen marriages, 
relationships that stall, that become stagnant.  One or 
both of the parties stop/s growing in knowledge of each 
other, are too busy with other things, stop putting the 
required time in to do so and therefore the love does not 
increase.  In fact, it will often recede until there is no love 
to be found.  Every happily married couple knows that 
keeping the love alive, keeping the love growing takes an 
investment of time and effort, and some patience and 
tolerance. 
 And so it is with our relationship with God.  If we 
stop growing in knowledge of God, are too busy with 
other things, stop putting in the required time and effort to 
do so, our love of God can recede even mostly 
disappear.  God will not leave us, of course.  But we 
might leave God.  Even if not, like a marriage or other 
relationships, it can stall, become stagnant. 
 Advent is a wonderful time to concentrate on 
building our knowledge and every kind of perception of 
God.  It is a wonderful time to pray Sacred Scripture 
(lectio divina) for a time each day.  (Isaiah is an 

especially good choice for Advent).  Daily Mass of 
course.  Take up the Rosary if not already doing it.  Make 
a novena.  We have no shortage of worthy devotions, 
that’s for sure. 
 It is a wonderful time to talk with one’s spouse, 
children, parents, friends about what is happening, how 
we are preparing for Christmas, where we are and where 
we are trying go to in this pilgrimage we call life.  In doing 
so others grow in knowledge of us, and we of them.  Our 
love can grow in knowledge.  Make it so! 

        Father Patrick 

 
Holy Trinity Penance Service: December 21st at 
7pm.  Please mark this on your calendar.  

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of George 
“Joey” Seaver, former parishioner of Holy Trinity, who 
passed away on Monday, December 3, 2018 at the 
age of 54.  Joey was born in Church Hill, Tennessee 
on December 17, 1963.  He married Diana “Dee 
Dee” Jenkins in 1988 and they were blessed with 2 
sons and 1 daughter.   They celebrated 30 years 
together before Joey’s untimely death.  Joey was a 
pitching coach for the Pittsburg Pirates minor league 
team. Joey and Dee Dee were members of Holy 
Trinity until they moved to Knoxville and became 
members of All Saints Church. Please pray for Dee 
Dee and her children Matthew, Hannah and Ryan, 
her parents Mary Lou and Billy Jenkins and all the 
many family and friends during this difficult time.  
Joey will be dearly missed by them and his church 
family. 

 

The funeral for Joey Seaver will be at                        
The Cathedral of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

on Saturday, December 15 at 10:30am.  The 
Receiving of Friends will be at the Cathedral         

on Friday, December 14 from 5-8pm . 

Our Lady of Guadalupe - Official Catholic 

accounts state that on the morning of Dec 9, 
1531, a native American peasant named 

Juan Diego saw a vision of a maiden at a 
place called the Hill of Tepeyac, which 
would become part of Villa de 
Guadalupe, a suburb of Mexico City.  
Speaking to him in his native Nahuatl 
language (the language of the Aztec 
empire), the maiden identified herself as 
the Virgin Mary, "mother of the very true 

deity" and asked for a church to be built at 
that site in her honor.  From her words, Juan Diego then 
sought out the archbishop of Mexico City, Fray Juan de 
Zumárraga, to tell him what had happened. The 
archbishop instructed him to return to Tepeyac Hill, and 
ask the lady for a miraculous sign to prove her identity. 
The first sign she gave was the healing of Juan's uncle.  
The Virgin also told Juan to gather flowers from the top 
of Tepeyac Hill, which was normally barren, especially in 
December.  But Juan followed her instructions and he 
found Castilian roses, not native to Mexico, blooming 
there.  Juan arranged the flowers in his tilma , or cloak, 
and when Juan Diego opened his cloak before 
archbishop Zumárraga on December 12, the flowers fell 
to the floor, and on the fabric was the image of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe. 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe: is December 12
th

  Mass in 
Espanol is at 7pm preceded by a procession at 6:30pm.  A 

fiesta will follow Mass in the Parish Life Center 

Our Weekly Mass Schedule 

 
 

Saturday, December 15
th 

 
 

5:00pm 
 Sunday, December 16

th 
 
 

10:30am 

Deacon David Oatney  Deacon Jack Raymond 

Lector Frank Longo  Lector Karin Collins 

Servers Emma 
Mulligan 
Samantha 
Richards 

 Servers Grant Arnold 
Josh LaMonte 

Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Andy Ladner 
Peggy Ray 

 Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Phil & Jennifer 
LaMonte 
 

 
Holy Trinity’s Parish Stewardship 

Attendance  for 5:00pm 7:00pm 10:30am 

12/02/18 84 70 168 

Envelope and Offertory Collections 

Weekly Month-to-Date 

Collection: $ 4,917 Collection: $ 4,917 

Fixed Expense: $ 5,224 Fixed Expense: $ 5,224 

Difference: $ (307) Difference: $ (307) 

Spiritual Life Committee will NOT meet in 

December. 

The Knights of Columbus will NOT meet in 

December. 

Father, in the wilderness of the 

Jordan, you sent a messenger to 

prepare people's hearts for the 

coming of your Son.  Help me to hear his words 

and repent of my sins, so that I may clearly see 

the way to walk, the truth to speak, and the life 

to live for Him, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Poinsettias - A tradition at Holy Trinity is for 

parishioners to purchase a poinsettia(s) in honor of, or in 
memory of a loved one.  The poinsettias are used to 
decorate the sanctuary during the Christmas season.  
Cost of the poinsettias is $15 each.  The sign-up table is 
in the narthex and your poinsettias should be paid for at 
that time.  

Don't Forget the St. Nicholas Party next 

Sunday, December 16
th

 after the 10:30am Mass.  The 
festivities for the children will take place in the Parish Life 
Center from 12-3pm.  Please come and enjoy this feast 
time of St. Nicholas and learn the true story. 

"Holy Trinity Advent 

Caroling" Come share in our 

tradition of caroling to our homebound 
parishioners and those in the nursing 
home.  It’s easy for us to forget that 
these parishioners may not have 
many visitors during the Christmas 

season.  Everyone is invited to make this a memorable 
visit for them on Saturday, December 15

th
 at 10:00am.  

We’ll meet at the church and carpool.  You are invited 
even if you think your voice sounds like a "frog."  For 
more information, call Cecile Passi 423-748-6340 or 
Trish Morrill 865-475-4217. 

Thank you to Greg & Polly Freund, Hal & Trish 

Morrill, Eleanor Spencer and Eva Walker for giving of 
their time in November to prepare the altar for the 
Celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist.  What a 
priceless gift they each received. 

Christmas cards for our homebound and those in 

nursing homes can be dropped off in the narthex.  The 
cards will then be sorted and delivered to each of the 
recipients.  Think of how you are brightening the days of 
these parishioners.  Thank you for your act of kindness.  
Cards must be dropped off by December 16

th
. 

Saturday 
Dec. 8

th
 

Mass at 9:00am 
 The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin  

For Sarah Cole by the parishioners 

Saturday 
Dec. 8

th
 

Mass at 5:00pm 
For Sandy Reagle by the parishioners  

Saturday 
Dec. 8

th
 

Spanish Mass at 7:00pm 
For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick 

Sunday 
Dec. 9

th
 

Mass at 10:30am 
For Edith Garman+ by Brian & Terri Garman 

Tuesday   
Dec. 11

th 
Mass at 6:30pm  

For Mary Ellen Resen by  a parishioner 

Wednesday   
Dec. 12

th
 

Mass at 9:00am  
For Donna Breach+ by Marie King 

Wednesday   
Dec. 12

th
 

Spanish Mass at 7:00pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

For the intentions of all our parishioners 

Thursday 
Dec. 13

th 
Mass at 9:00am 

For Nita Stice+ by Fr. Patrick 

Friday 
Dec. 14

th
 

Mass at 9:00am 
For Marie Fischer+ by Jim & Peggy Ray 

Saturday 
Dec. 15

th
 

Mass at 5:00pm 
For Pete Brady+ by Mike & Barbara Colicchio  

Saturday 
Dec. 15

th
 

Spanish Mass at 7:00pm 
For our parishioners by Fr. Patrick 

Sunday 
Dec. 16

th
 

Mass at 10:30am 
For Kathleen Austin+ by the parishioners 

  



Rediscover the joy in preparing for Christmas. Sign up 

for FREE, at BestAdventEver.com/Youreinvited 

Advent Meditation: O Jesus, in an empty desert your 

prophet John proclaimed: God is here, at your side.  God 
has come to bring about a kingdom where injustice and 
suffering will be no more, where tears will be wiped away, 
and where those who turn to God will feast at a banquet.  
"Turn now, your God is standing at your side.  Reform your 
lives, God's kingdom is at hand."  In an empty desert John 
said these things.  Give me faith like John's, O Lord, strong 
enough to believe even in a desert that you and your 
kingdom are no farther from me than my hand.  Make my 
heart strong like his, not swayed by trials or snared by false 
pleasures.  Give me courage to be faithful until your 
promises are fulfilled.  O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, 
only joy of every heart, come and save your people. 

Heifer International (www.heifer.com) During Advent, 

the Knights of Columbus offer parishioners an opportunity to 
permanently and progressively help poor families become self-
reliant.  Your donations thru Ark Banks and Catalog purchases 
enable H.I. to give food and income-producing animals to 
those in need.  The receiving family is required to pass on a 
gift animal’s offspring to another family.  Your gift is not a 
“hand-out”, but a “hand-up” and it keeps on giving.  Please pick 
up an Ark Bank and Catalog in the narthex.  You have until the 
end of January to fill the bank or place an order.  Banks are to 
be returned to the box in the narthex. 

Prayer for "Shopping during Advent" Dear God, as 

I look through my gift shopping list, I hold up to you each 
person listed on it.  Slowly, one by one, I ask that the fire of 
your abundant love burn within each of them.  I pray that the 
gift I find for each person will bring joy into that life.  But, help 
me to keep a balance this season, Lord.  Let me keep my 
buying in perspective, not to spend more than I need to or can 
afford.  Let me not give in to the pressures of this world and 
not equate love with money spent.  Let me always remember 
the many, many people who have so much less in material 
things.  And finally, loving God, help me to find time in the 
frantic moments of each day to become centered on you.  
Walking through a store, riding on the bus, hurrying down a 
street: let each of these times be moments when I can 
remember your incredible love for me and rejoice in it. 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 

Lectors & Altar Servers are needed for the Christmas 

and New Year’s Masses. The sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 

Year-end Charitable Giving: Your year-end 

charitable donation must meet the following 
requirements.  #1) the check must be dated 2018  #2) if 
you mail your check, it must be postmarked in 2018; and 
#3) if you decide to hand your check into the church 
office, or collection plate, it must be done on or before                             

December 31, 2018. 

Contribution Envelopes for 2019 are in 

the narthex.  If you currently do not receive 
envelopes, but would like to, please call the church 
office at 865-471-0347.  Also, if you prefer not to use 
an envelope for your contribution and you currently 
receive them, please let us know. 

Birthday presents for Jesus--you can present 

Jesus with these birthday gifts during Advent: Attend 
Mass during the week; Go to confession; Call someone 
who might be lonely; Write a letter or note to someone 
who is hurting or forgotten; Decide to forgive someone; 
“Buy” an animal from Heifer International; Invite 
someone to church; Pray for someone you don’t like; 
Visit an elderly person or someone who is alone; and 
Read a spiritual book. 

His Majesty’s Gift Shop has many Christmas 

gifts for family and friends.  Come see the collector 
plates we have available.  The staff of Evangeline, 
Marge, Michael, Ginger and Antonio will be happy to 
help you.  Your purchases support the Spiritual Life 
Committee at Holy Trinity Church. 

EMPTY MANGER CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
will take place on Friday, December 21

st
 from 10-11am 

in front of Planned Parenthood, 701 N. Cherry St., 
Knoxville.  Fr. Tim Sullivan will lead the Rosary, Katie 
Helm will play the bagpipes and cookies, hot chocolate 
and coffee will be provided by the ladies of Immaculate 
Conception Church.  Bring a Christmas gift for a baby, if 
you wish; the gifts will be distributed to moms in need.  
Our voices in song may lift some hearts and our witness 
may give pause to those moms considering abortion. 

Wow 9,023 Boxes were donated by the 

participating churches in Jefferson County to Operation 
Christmas Child. The shoeboxes will soon be in the 
hands of a loving child who has nothing.  Keep all these 
children in your prayers as that is an endless gift we can 
all give to these special children all around the world.  

General Housekeeping: If you or someone you 

know needs a person to do general housekeeping 
please call our parishioner Patricia Leonard at            
865-314-9992. 

Purchase a flag for your loved one during 

2019.  “Flags on the Hill” is sponsored by CCW.  The 

cost is $25 for all eight days that the American flags 
are displayed.  Each flag will be personalized in honor 
or memory of your loved one or you may choose to 
honor a branch of the service.  Flags are on sale in 
the narthex thru 12/16/18.  If you need additional 
information you may contact Denise Frinzi by email at 

denise.frinzi@gmail.com or call at 262-490-2633. 
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