
Holy Trinity Church

 
Father Patrick Resen—Pastor 

Father Alex Waraksa—In Residence 
David Oatney—Deacon 
Matt Pidgeon—Deacon 
Jim Prosak—Deacon 

Jack Raymond—Deacon 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
475 N. Hwy 92, P.O. Box 304 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760 

Saturday Vigil Mass:    5:00 p.m. 
In Spanish:                    7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass:             10:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Weekday Masses:    See bulletin 

  Contact office for help with transportation to church 

Parish Office: 
DRE: Deacon Matt Pidgeon                  630-330-1903 

Music Director:     Jackie Castle         865-471-0347 
Administrator: Cheryl Prosak  865-471-0347 
Office:                Jennifer LaMonte 
Emergency (After 5pm) 
Fr. Alex Waraksa  
Office hours:  9:00am – 4:00pm 

 865-471-0347 
 865-202-8066 
 865-310-0183 
Tues.-Friday 

  Church Email: holytrinity.jeffcity@gmail.com  
  Fr. Patrick Resen: presen@juno.com  
  Fr. Alex Waraksa: awaraksa@hotmail.com  
  Deacon David: oatney@gmail.com  
  Deacon Jack: Deacon.JackRaymond@gmail.com 
  Deacon Jim: jim.prosak@gmail.com  
  Deacon Matt: DRE@HolyTrinityCatholic.Church 

  WEBSITE: htjctn.org 

  FORMED:  holytrinitytn.formed.org  
                     Parish Code: BFRHHH 

Confessions: 

  Saturday afternoons 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

  Sunday mornings 9:30 - 10:15 a.m. 

  First Saturday of each month before Mass 
 at 8:15 a.m. and after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 

  Heard upon request. 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Each of us has his or her own role to play in the coming of 
the kingdom of God.  John the Baptist was called to be the 
herald of the Messiah, preparing the way of the Lord.  To 
what is the Lord calling me? 

 Prayers for the Week 
 Father, this Advent, may I “learn to value the things that 

really matter” in life.  I devote my life to seeking Jesus. 
 Father, may the joy inside me rise to fever pitch. 

 Father, give me Your level of Advent. 
 Pray to the Father a seemingly unanswered prayer which 

you haven’t prayed for years. 
 “This is the time of fulfillment.  The reign of God is at 

hand!  Reform your lives and believe in the gospel.” 

CCD Class Times (In Trinity Hall): 

 Pre-School thru 6th :  9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

 Grades 7th thru 12th : 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. Wednesday 

Meetings: 

 Council of Catholic Women: 2nd Monday of Month at 7pm 

 Knights of Columbus: 4th Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 Pastoral Council: Tuesday September 17, 2019 at 7:15pm 

 Spiritual Life Committee: 2nd Tuesday of Month at 7:15 pm 

 AA meetings Sundays in Trinity Hall at 6:00pm 

Baptism: 

 Please contact Fr. Patrick or the Church Office at least           
4 weeks prior to the desired baptism date. 

 Completion of the Baptismal Class is required. 

Weddings:  

 There is a six-month marriage preparation period in the 
Diocese of Knoxville. 

 Contact Fr. Patrick for an appointment. 

Planning to Move? 

 Please keep your address and telephone number current 
on our church records. 

 If you move out of the parish, we will need a forwarding 
address for your year-end contribution statements.  

Parish Registration: 

 If you attend Holy Trinity Church on a regular basis, you 
should complete a registration form.  

 Remember that in order to receive sacraments (other than 
Confession or Eucharist), or to be a Godparent or Sponsor, 
you must be registered. 

 Registration forms are available in the narthex & the 
church office & provide for the optional receipt of offertory 
envelopes. You may fill out the form in the office, mail it, or 

drop it in the collection basket.
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Dear Parishioners: 
Thanksgiving and Advent both make me think of all 

the things we have to be grateful for.  One that frequently 
comes to mind are all the people in the parish who make it 
work, who give of their time and talent for others. 
 We all appreciate those we see assisting at Holy 
Trinity: the lectors, the ushers, the sacristans, the cantors, 
the Knights of Columbus, the CCW and so forth.  But, as 
I’ve said often, to me the great heroes are the “silent” ones, 
the ones few if any see.   
 I think of Mike Searcy; don’t know how often I’ve 
seen him working, by himself, on the landscaping early on 
a cold or hot morning. Or Eva Walker who shows up quietly 
an hour before a daily Mass, vacuums the church if it needs 
it, cleans up, and more.  Of course, Deacon Jim who is 
always fixing something that has broken down or needs 
replacing.  I think of Bonita Giedrycz, Diane Arcuri, Trish 
Morrill, and Jill Zodrow who wash our altar linens or Kay 
McBride who faithfully assembles and folds our parish 
bulletins each week.  There are many more. I can’t name all 
of them; these are some who come immediately to mind.  
And some of them will be irked with me for mentioning them!  
So be it.   
 After Mass, or before, or sometime, take some 
moments and say a pray of thanksgiving for the good 
people of the parish who do the things that make it what it 
is for you, those you see…and those you don’t see.  And 
perhaps think some moments about what you might be able 
to do to contribute more to the life of the parish.  To all, a 
great Thank You! 

+++++++++++++ 
 Advent continues.  We’re more than half way to 
Christmas.  Advent is supposed to be a time of preparation 
for Christmas.  But in our secular culture it is a hectic time 
of marketing, shopping, celebrating what hasn’t yet arrived, 
and Hallmark Christmas movies (what has fifteen actors, 
four settings, two writers, and one plot?  632 Hallmark 
movies.  (Stolen from Facebook)). 
 As probably every priest says every year, don’t lose 
Advent.  Take the time to prepare.  Remember that Advent 
is to be the fast before the feast.  Silence is important, even 
necessary to prepare, and that can be difficult in the 
cacophony of the world around us this time of year. Silence 
allows us to find clarity of thinking; of contemplating what 
Christmas means for us, of hearing what the Holy Spirit 
wants us to do in our lives; of growing closer to God.  It is 
what Cardinal Robert Sarah calls in his book of the name, 
The Power of Silence.   
 Think of St. Joseph.  He speaks to us powerfully in 
Sacred Scripture, yet does not utter a word quoted in 
Scripture.  He speaks to us about manhood, fatherhood, 
love, being a husband, and yet in the Bible we see him only 
in profound silence.  Find the silence.  Find Gaudete. 

Quote of the week:  “The liturgy is celebrated for 
God and not for ourselves.”  Pope Benedict XVI. 

                                                            Fr. Patrick 

       Third Week of Advent All-

powerful God, increase our strength 
of will for doing good that Christ may 
find an eager welcome at his coming 
and call us to his side in the kingdom 
of heaven, where he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

This weekend is Gaudete Sunday.  The rose color 

is used on the third Sunday of Advent, representing a 
growing sense of joy and preparation for Christmas.  
Gaudete means “to praise or celebrate”.  In his 2014 
Gaudete Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that 
Gaudete Sunday is known as the "Sunday of joy". 

   
Please Pray the Christmas Novena from 

December 16-24.  Copies of the stirring novena, 

provided by EWTN, are beneath the poster in the 
narthex.  In addition to our personal intentions and, of 
course, giving thanks to God for our salvation and for 
His innumerable daily gifts and blessings, general 
intentions could include prayers for the Church, our 
broken country and world, persecuted Christians, for an 
end to abortion, for a return to Church by fallen-away 
Catholics, for those who do not know God or have 
turned away from Him, for the souls in Purgatory.  Your 
hearts will be led by the Holy Spirit--just ask!  Advent 
and Christmas blessings to all. 

    Christmas Season Masses 

 Christmas Eve:  
Tuesday, December 24th 

   5 pm Mass in English 

   7 pm Mass in Spanish 

 10 pm Mass in English 
 Christmas Day:  

Wednesday, December 25th 

 10:30 am Mass in English 
 Mary Mother of God: 

Tuesday, December 31st 

 5 pm Vigil Mass in English 

 7 pm Vigil Mass in Spanish 
 Mary Mother of God: 

Wednesday, January 1st 

 10:30 am Mass in English 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis


Our Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday December 21st 

5:00pm 

 Sunday, December 22nd  

10:30am 

Deacon David Oatney  Deacon David Oatney 

Lector Diane Arcuri  Lector Bill Bonner 

Servers Ellie & Jazdin 
Weatherbie 
 

    Servers Jackson Holt 
Andy Ladner 
 

Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers  
of Holy 
Communion 

Marlene Holt  Extra-
Ordinary 
Ministers  
of Holy 
Communion 

Barb Rogers 
Linda Bonner 

Holy Trinity’s Parish Stewardship 
Attendance for 5:00pm 7:00pm 10:30am 
12/1/2019                   88 80 148 

    

Envelope and Offertory Collections 

Weekly Month-to-Date 
Collection: $ 6,477 Collection:          $12,608 
Fixed Expense: $ 6,209 Fixed Expense: $12,418 
Difference: $    268 Difference: $   190 

Christmas Shopping at His 

Majesty's Gift Shop.  Come finish 

your shopping for your Christmas gifts in 
the gift shop before and after Mass at Holy 

Trinity.  Gift certificates are also available.  All sales 
support the Spiritual Life Committee. 

Poinsettias - A tradition at Holy Trinity 

is for parishioners to purchase a 
poinsettia(s) in honor of, or in memory of a 
loved one.  The poinsettias are used to 
decorate the sanctuary during the 

Christmas season.  Cost of the poinsettias is $15 each.  
The sign-up table is in the narthex and your poinsettias 
should be paid for at that time. 

Advent Prayer for "When it's hard to slow 

down” Loving God, the days are 

drawing close to the birth of your 
son.  There is a lot we still need to 
"do" but help us to simply "be" and 
to slow down and savor these 

days.  You know the anticipation we feel.  Help us to 
deepen that sense and to allow it to build in our hearts.  
We are grateful for this great gift of your son in our lives.  
Continue to offer us the gentle nudge of your grace so 
we cherish that gratitude in the busy-ness of our days, 
and let it move us to be more generous to those around 
us. 

Christmas Caroling around an 

empty manger will be on Friday 
December 20 from 10-11am in front 
of Planned Parenthood on 710 N. 

Cherry Street Knoxville, TN.  Please come out to sing 
Christmas carols around an empty manager.  Prepare 
to welcome Jesus into your heart with joy, lift your voice 
in praise and hopefully, we change hearts and minds of 
women and SAVE A LIFE!  Fr. Tim Sullivan from 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church will lead the 
rosary beginning at 10am.  Cookies, coffee and hot 
chocolate will be provided. 

Year-end Charitable Giving: Your year-end 

charitable donation must meet the following 
requirements.  #1) the check must be dated 2019, then 
if you mail your check, it must be postmarked in 2019! 
Then #2) if you decide to hand your check into the 
church office, or collection basket, the check must be 
turned in on or before December 31, 2019.  Thank You. 

The First Day of Winter is 

Saturday December 21, 2019.  It is also 
known as the winter solstice in the 

northern hemisphere and the summer solstice in the 
southern hemisphere due to the seasonal differences.  
It is the day with fewest hours of sunlight in the whole 
year. 

Saturday 
December 14th 

Mass at 5:00pm 
For MG & Thelma Marshall + 
By Kathy & Gordon Marshall 

Saturday 
December 14th 

Mass at 7:00pm 
For the parishioners by Father Patrick 

Sunday 
December 15th 

Mass at 10:30am 
For Anthony F. Shreeve+ by his parents 

Tuesday 
December 17th 

Mass at 6:30pm 

For Beverly Docherty+ by Fr. Patrick 

Wednesday 
December 18th 

Mass at 9:00am 
For Carol & Thomas Janczak+ 

by Bonita Giedrycz 

Thursday 
December 19th 

Mass at 9:00am 
For Christine Frances Rakoczy+by Ron Rakoczy 

Friday 
December 20th 

Mass at 9:00am 
For Charlotte O’Donovan+ by the parishioners 

Saturday 
December 21st 

Mass at 5:00pm 
For Fr. Clem Gustin, OSC+  

by the Ihlow-Mahrer Families 

Saturday 
December 21st 

Mass at 7:00pm 
For the parishioners by Father Patrick 

Sunday 
December 22nd 

Mass at 10:30am 
For Theresa Plankey+  

by Charles & Marlene Yurick 

  



Don’t forget the Christmas cards for our 
homebound parishioners and those in nursing 

homes can be dropped off in the narthex.  The cards 
will then be sorted and delivered to each of the 
recipients.  Think of how you are brightening the days 
of these parishioners.  Thank you for your act of 
kindness.  Cards must be dropped off by December 
20th. 

Christmas Break--so No CCD classes on 

Sunday, December 22nd and 29th or on Wednesday 
December 25th and January 1st.  Classes will resume on 
Sunday, January 5th and Wednesday, January 8th. 

Confirmation classes will start 

Wednesday January 15, 2020 

at 7pm.  There will be a mandatory 

parent meeting on Sunday January 12, 
2020. More information will follow by a 

letter to the Confirmation families in upcoming weeks. 

Christmas Donations given in a Christmas 

envelope prior to Christmas, and all donations  

given at the Christmas Eve Masses or 

Christmas Day Mass will have 50% remain at 

Holy Trinity and 50% sent to the Diocese 

of Knoxville.  Please be mindful of this fact 

when making your year-end contributions. 

The Church office will be closed on December 

24th and 25th for Christmas.  The office will also be closed 

on December 31st and January 1st for the New Year. 

Help Support our 

Catholic Schools by 

buying a Raffle 

Ticket!  Our Catholic 

schools make every effort to reduce the financial burden 
on parishes and families through responsible 
stewardship and fundraising efforts.  Each raffle ticket 
gives you 12 chances to win up to $27,000! You can 
purchase tickets from Joshua or Nick LaMonte or go 
online at dioknox.org/catholic-schools-2019-raffle. 
Last Day is December 22nd. 

Are you feeling depressed? Isolated? Worried? 

Overwhelmed?  There is hope.  Catholic Charities of 
East Tennessee offers counseling services in 
Knoxville.  Please call 865-314-8870.  If you are in crisis 
and need immediate help, or if you are worried about 
someone who may be in a crisis, help is available by 
calling the Tennessee Statewide Crisis Line at  
855-CRISIS-1 (855-274-7471) or the Suicide 
Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. 

Birthday presents for Jesus--you can 

present Jesus with these birthday gifts during Advent: 
Attend Mass during the week; Go to confession; Call 
someone who might be lonely; Write a letter or note to 
someone who is hurting or forgotten or sick; Decide to 
forgive someone; “Invite someone to church; Pray for 
someone you don’t like; visit an elderly person or 
someone who is alone; and read a spiritual book. 

You don't need a computer to give Online. 
Many people prefer making payments and enjoy the 
convenience of not having to write checks.  Holy Trinity 
is able to accept online giving.  Rest assured, we have 
selected a company that is approved by our Diocese 
and has excellent online security.  If you wish to give in 
this manner, please go to our website htjctn.org and in 
the upper right-hand corner is the tab for online giving.  
Follow the simple steps by creating your profile and 
select your method of payment, which can be entered 
as a one-time gift or a recurring contribution.  If you 
don't have a computer or if you have any questions 
about online giving, please call the church office  
(865-471-0347). 

AED Units are in the Parish Life Center, Trinity Hall, 

and the narthex, The Parish Life Center unit is located 
at the back door leading to the Pavilion.  The Trinity Hall 
unit is located next to the DRE office.  The Narthex unit 
is located inside the first closet in the hallway marked 
with a sign.  Please familiarize yourself with each 
location in case the AED Unit should ever be needed. 

Thank you Chris Dale, Helen & Ray LaShier and 

Trish & Hal Morrill for giving of their time in November 
to prepare the altar for the Celebration of the Most Holy 
Eucharist.  What a priceless gift they each received. 

Advent increases our Hope, A Hope which does 

not disappoint. The Lord Never lets us down. 

Pope Francis 
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