
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT—March 29, 2020 
 

 We hear in the Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Lent the familiar story of the 

death and resurrection of Lazarus. It is one of the epic stories of the earthly ministry 

of Jesus.  Jesus raises a man from the dead!  And not just one who was dead but one 

who had been dead for four days. 

 The period of four days is significant.  Traditional Jewish belief was that the 

soul somehow remained with the body for three days.  John makes the point that 

Lazarus had been dead for four days.  There is to be no question that life remained 

in Lazarus in any way.  He was as dead as dead could be. 

 Jesus goes to the tomb and commands that the stone be rolled away.  He is 

warned that the stench, in this hot climate of Israel, will be powerful.  For any of us 

who have had to deal with this sort of situation, we know too well that the stench 

can be overpowering.  It makes one want to vomit.  Jesus, however, does not hesitate.  

He wants to raise Lazarus to life, to bring him back.  And so he does. 

 He called to him, “Lazarus, come out!”  Lazarus comes to Jesus, alive again, 

and Jesus commands “untie him and let him go.”  This is a powerful story!  This is 

an amazing story!  This moves us to great wonder. 

 But more important than hearing the great story is learning from it.  Nothing 

is in Sacred Scripture for our amusement; it is there to teach us, to move us.  It is 

there so that we may learn more and thereby grow closer to God. 

 Sin is death.  Venial sin might be said to be like one the first three days—sort 

of “partially” dead.  Mortal sin is fully dead, like Lazarus after four days—

completely dead.  And yet…Jesus can raise the dead.  Jesus has given us the 

Sacrament of Penance, Confession.  Jesus is not afraid of the stench of death, the 

stench of sin.  He just wants to restore us to life.  He wants to tell us you are untied 

from sin; you may go forth. He calls to us as he called to Lazarus: “Come out!”  

Come out of sin to forgiveness, to restoration to life, to life in the love of God.  God 

has given us this great gift, yet sadly many turn their backs to the gift.   

 Make frequent use of the beautiful Sacrament of Penance.  Rise again!  Be 

untied.   
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